
A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 13th and April 14th 

Two-Day Devotional and CLife Discussion Questions 

 

A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

EVOLVING TO VICTORY IN THE MIDST OF OPPOSITION 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Acts Chapters 3-5 

 

Congregational Life Discussion Questions: 

 How was the church able not just to sustain but thrive in the Faith in the Lord Jesus under such 

an oppressive atmosphere? 

 Has the church continued in the spirit of the early “called out community?” 

 How prepared are you as a group to honestly come to some conclusions that you are willing to 

put into practice to ensure healing and moving forward together in a healthier church? 

 

Study and Reflection: 

I urge you to be up to the challenge of reading and reflectively studying the next three chapters 

(3-5) of the book of Acts.  I have purposely spread this section out over the next two days.  The 

reason is that as we seek the Lord for insights and understandings regarding the history and 

experience of the early church, there is no doubt that something dramatic happened from the joy 

of the first Christian Pentecost, to what the saints had to experience in these chapters. 

Notice that the transition from the end of chapter 2, “Praising God and having favor with all the 

people”…..to the first miracle……healing of the lame man in chapter 3 leads to an atmosphere 

of challenge and pointed persecution for the apostles and all the new Christians.  In chapter 3, 

Peter indicts the people and the spiritual leaders present, and charges them with being in 

opposition to Jesus, and being responsible for His death.  Their response is recorded in chapter 

4….”And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the 

Sadducees, came upon them, being grieved that they taught the people and preached through 

Jesus, the resurrection from the dead (Acts 4:1-4) 

As you study these chapters, you will see that the spiritual environment for the CHURCH was 

not welcoming or inviting.  In fact, throughout the early years of the church, the atmosphere of 

the existing spiritual groups, and the civil government was distinctly hostile to the message and 

teachings of Jesus and His followers.   

By the end of chapter five, it was clear….the apostles and early saints were threatened and told 

to stop believing in, teaching about, and in any way declaring the Name of Jesus, to the hazard 

and forfeiting of their lives! 

Notice the response of the apostles and followers of Jesus (Acts 5:40-42) 

 

Action Items: 

I challenge you to take to heart what you sense, feel, and experience, as you open your heart to 

the Holy Spirit as you read and reflect these readings.  What do you think these early disciples 

of Jesus had to deal with?  How does it compare with what we are challenged to “go through”? 



Do you think the overall spirit of the gathered believers was one of depression or joy, knowing 

that the world they lived in opposed the message they were to share?   

How were they able to not just to sustain but thrive in the Faith in the Lord Jesus under so 

oppressive an atmosphere?   

Again, be honest and write out what you are feeling and experiencing. 

 

Involving Others: 

I trust you will have the courage to have a lively discussion with others about the Church 

planted in the world in these three chapters, and the opposition that arose against it.  It is in the 

face of such opposition that we are called to be God’s effective agents, living in a hostile world. 

The secret: They believed in and relied on their collective favor with God, their reliance on the Holy 

Spirit, and their coming together in unity and fellowship would result in victory against every foe, and 

success in Building God’s CHURCH! 


