
A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 19th Devotional 

 

THE CHURCH IS IN THIS WORLD BUT NOT OF THIS WORLD? 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

John 15:17-21; 17:14-20 

 

Study and Reflection: 

Praise the Lord everyone! 

  You may recall that we began this teaching about A Living Church For A Dying World, immediately after 

celebrating Christ’s great victory over Satan and sin, by dying on the cross, but rising to New Life on the third 

day! 

  This characterizes God’s Intent for HIS CHURCH.  Victory and triumph will be the outcome.  This, in the 

midst of the most despicable and ungodly evil that the forces of darkness could unleash…God, His People, His 

Church will TRIUMPH! 

Remember our theme scripture….  “upon this Rock (Truth of who Jesus is…God manifested in flesh)….I 

WILL BUILD MY CHURCH, AND ALL THE FORCES OF EVIL SHALL TRY, BUT FAIL IN THEIR 

ATTEMPT TO DEFEAT IT! 

Our devotional readings for today focus on Jesus’ identification and character of some of the forces and 

conditions that would array themselves against His Church.  In both passages Jesus opens up our understanding 

regarding the ‘world!’ 

The WORLD 

Greek: kosmos  

The earth.  The geographic sphere of mankind. 

The ‘world’ speaks of the universe, separate from heaven.  It denotes the arrangement of the entire 

universe that is under the curse of and espouses a culture of sin…all that is opposed to the rule of God. 

  Before His crucifixion, Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure, and their new assignment and 

relationship in this earth.  Just after sharing the last supper, He informs them that they must love one another.  

He warns them that this is crucial since the ‘world’ will HATE them!  He opens theirs and our understanding by 

reminding them that the reason the world will hate them is because they first hated HIM.  He encourages them 

to remember that HE chose them ‘out of the world!’  He reminds them of their spiritual place.  He tells them 

and us that you are “in the world, but not of the world!” 

  In John 17, in His Intercessory High Priestly prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus says to God, “the 

world hates them because they are not of this world!”  in other words, they live here but are not from here.  

They live here but do not live under this ?‘system.’  He then prays not for their deliverance out of the world but 

that they will enjoy Divine Favor, and not be overcome by the powers of evil, that work in and control this 

world! 

 

Action Items: 

I challenge you to give a block of time in prayer and introspection, regarding your status in this world.  What 

message is the Lord giving to you to be “in this world but not of this world!!?   Note: to be ‘in’ something, 

identifies your location or geographical position.  To be ‘of’ something, defines your identity.  You are defined 

by it and its rules and standards.  To be ‘of’ it, means you come from it and belong to it! 

Journal and write where you see yourself today. 

 

Involving Others: 

Since you know that the church is not simply an individual, you must connect with others of like-faith and 

honestly discuss this issue.  Be open and transparent.  Do not be argumentative or defensive.  Own together 

where you see the church.  Transformation demands honesty and truthfulness before the Holy Spirit.  This will 

result in genuine transformation and growth. 


