
A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 26th Devotional 

 

RESIDENT ALIENS: KEEPING OUR IDENTITY IN A FOREIGN LAND 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

2 King 24:10-17, Daniel 1:1-4 

 

Study and Reflection: 

The scriptural texts reveal what God had prophesied in response to His people’s frequent disobedience and 

infidelity. When this happens to the people of God, it is more than the terrible reality of sin, it also clouds and 

compromises our calling to be His Witnesses in the earth. 

As always they were given time to repent and to turn back to their God but they would not. Ultimately the 

penalty for their betrayal to God was the captivity by the enemies of God and removal from their beloved 

homeland, the sacred city of Jerusalem, and most importantly the sacred temple built by Solomon. Note: these 

were God’s Chosen.  They were His representatives on earth to the world.  Their continued disobedience brought 

about God’s rebuke, and chastisement. 

Earlier disobedience has caused them to be divided into the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah. After the division the Northern kingdom was exiled from their homeland by the Assyrians 

around 722 BC. God’s love for David caused His mercy to be extended to the southern kingdom, affectionately 

known as Judah, however they too would fail to keep God’s commandments and were carried away into captivity 

by the Babylonians in 587 BC. Within those who were carried away from Judah there was a remnant who would 

remain faithful to their God even in a foreign land.  

The narrative in 2 Kings describes the first of those who were exiled from Judah. Among them where 

young people who were, according to the Daniel 1:3-4, “well favoured” and of the “king’s seed”. Daniel chapter 1 

shows us what life was like for those young people who were committed to retaining their identity in a foreign 

land. Like us in this day and time, there are all types of lures that attempted to encourage them, and us to deny our 

identity as the “king’s seed” or children of God.  

There are many parallels in this story to our own walk of faith. Note: the enemy especially targets the youth and 

the best to convert to their values and their ways. 

Our citizenship and therefore our loyalty and allegiance must be to another kingdom (Phil 3:19-20) and we 

must realize that the land that we now reside is not our home. However, we are called to model our citizenship 

under the most challenging circumstances. The Bible says that “Daniel (and his companions) purposed in his heart 

that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat” (Daniel 1:8), meaning that he would stay true 

to the identity and values of being the “king’s seed” even during times of duress. 

 

Action Items: 

Read through the first chapter in Daniel and reflect on the call of God for us as a Living Church For a 

Dying world. In your reading, see yourself as being one of the captives surrounded by the challenge of maintaining 

your spiritual Identity (do you ‘see’ this personally?). Consider and journal about the areas in your personal 

experience where you are called to represent God’s kingdom in a place that does not value the things pertaining to 

God neither those who are committed to express a Godly identity.   

 

Involving Others: 
Utilize this in your small group:  Have you ever traveled to a foreign country? Journal about your 

experience of communicating with the native people, reading instructional signs, dining out and reading the menu. 

How did you adjust to fit in? Even though you may have had to fit in, you knew that at some point you were going 

back home to familiarity. If you never traveled out of the country think about a time when you got lost before GPS. 

Journal about your experience, how did you find your way home, communicate with others to get directions. In 

both cases, image if the environment was hostile towards you. Imagine of someone stole all of your identification. 

How would go about communicating to other who you are? How well does the church communicate to the world 

their identity as people of God? 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 27th Devotional 

 

RESIDENT ALIENS: EFFECTUATING GOD’S KINGDOM IN A HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Daniel 1:5-21; Luke 10:1-20 

 

Study and Reflection: 

The church in its calling has the responsibility of being an agent of change in this world. We are 

the solution to the world’s problems and must be vigilant as we live out our call against much 

resistance.  

The passage in Daniel clearly shows the practical choices that we must make if we are to 

genuinely be HIS.  Daniel and those with him were able to resist because they had been taught and 

trained who they were.  They clearly valued this by imploring those in charge to allow them to live 

differently.  The results were striking (Daniel 1:15-17) 

The writer Luke records a very important interaction between Jesus and his disciples. The time 

had come for the disciples to demonstrate what they had learned. It was imperative that the disciples 

understand that what they were entrusted with would come at great opposition but they were called to 

effectuate God’s Kingdom on the earth. They were being “Sent”. They were to understand that they 

were now on mission with God. Jesus tells his disciples that the harvest was ripe (Luke 10:2), the 

impact of sin in the world was at its full. The Kingdom of God is expanded when sin and all that results 

from it are eradicated. But this would not happen without opposition. The kingdom of darkness would 

try to retain its inhabitants but would not be able to prevent the transformative power of the Kingdom 

of God. The seventy sent were to go only carrying the things of necessity and the presence and power 

of the kingdom. They were to go into hostile environments and yet expected to effectuate God’s 

kingdom. 

 

Action Items: 

It strikes me that Daniel and those with him did not have to be reminded or pushed to know and 

be clear who they were in the midst of a hostile environment.   

 How well is your identity as Christ’s disciple centered in your mind and spirit as you live 

your daily life? 

 Can you rate its clarity by noting specific areas and choices that you have had and 

continue to make in order to retain your distinctiveness and effectiveness?  

 Have you been able to see positive and effective results of these choices in building the 

Kingdom? 

 

Involving Others: 
The good news about being Resident Aliens is that we are not called to live or live out our 

values and practices alone.  The CHURCH is a community, an assemblage of God’s people living, 

worshipping, and sharing together. 

Share your challenges with others in your group.  Listen and be inspired and encouraged by the 

testimonies of those who share your faith and be empowered to continue with joy and strength. 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 28th Devotional 

 

RESIDENT ALIENS: OUR RESPONSE--- LOOKING INWARD 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Lamentations 3:40-41, 2 Corinthians 13:5 

 

Study and Reflection: 

Living for the Lord in a constantly hostile environment is no easy and safe task.  Such a challenge will 

by its’ very nature challenge us and cause turmoil.  This turmoil is not only a result of an outward, hostile 

world, but this turmoil often comes from within, where we battle our own weaknesses and frailties.  What are 

we to do? 

The scriptures have given us the assurance that whenever we set our hearts to seek the Lord, we will find 

Him. This is an immense comfort to those that dare to make Jesus their absolute “pursuit of happiness”.  We are 

promised that if we “trust in the Lord with all our hearts, and lean not unto our own understandings…. HE 

WILL DIRECT OUR PATHS! (Proverbs 3:5-6) We are further told, that if we call on Him, he will answer us 

and show us great and mighty things we do not know (Jeremiah 33:3). 

These are the incomprehensible benefits of being in an intimate relationship with our Lord. And while 

these scriptures can help solidify our walk with Jesus we must recognize that such a close relationship 

invariably will serve to reveal our own shortcomings as Resident Aliens. Perhaps this is best expressed in the 

old hymn of the church, Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus which is a clarion call to an action that can’t help but 

result in some serious soul searching! The lyrics say: 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely 

dim; In the light of His glory and grace.” 

This “turning our eyes upon Jesus” is called contemplative introspection. That is seeing a reflection of ourselves 

in God’s eyes we now see that reflection as an imperfect, Resident Alien, who has come short of God’s Glory. 

At this moment, we are challenged in the core of our being to, acknowledging as Isaiah said, Woe is me, for I 

am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my 

eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.  

Be careful as you look inwardly, and allow the Holy Spirit to let you see yourself, that you do not become 

discouraged.  This reflection of the reality of your life is not to condemn, but to allow you to revel in the 

Unbelievable Grace of God that because of your honesty, are being Changed Into His Image.  This glimpse 

allows you to take comfort that “He who has begun a good work in you will not stop until you are finished!” 

(Philippians 1:6 paraphrase). 

 

Action Items: 

As Resident Aliens, strangers in a foreign land, we have come to understand by the authority of God that 

we are ambassadors on special assignments. We are not called to them because we are perfect.  In fact, it is in 

the embracing of them that He Perfects and Transforms us. When we take the time to reflect on our lives, 

actions, thoughts, and behaviors in light of our residency status know that God is up to something. 

Be courageous and begin to practice this genuine, honest introspection under the direction of the Holy Spirit.  It 

will become a time you look forward to, knowing that He is working out your salvation as He uses you to touch 

others. 

 

Involving Others: 
To please the Lord, you must involve others, honestly and with transparency in your walk with Him.  

Discuss with them these times and experiences where looking inwardly, without denial and without blaming 

others actually empowers you and gives you courage to continue to live for Him. 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 29th Devotional 

 

RESIDENT ALIENS: OUR RESPONSE--- LOOKING OUTWARD 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Proverbs 3:27, Philippians 2:4, Luke 6:32-36 

 

Study and Reflection: 

As Resident Aliens, whose official citizenship is of the Kingdom of God, we are called to navigate this world in a 

manner that is counter-cultural in every way. In recent years, people with a counter-cultural orientation have been deemed 

“outliers”. An outlier by some estimations could conceivably be considered a pejorative or condemning term, but by 

definition, it means a person or thing situated away from or detached from the main body or system; a person or thing 

differing from all other members of a particular group or set. 

While the term is relatively new the action associated with such behaviors can be found in the Bible where the 

actions of the people of God were often totally different from those in the world.  

What’s the point here? As Resident Aliens our actions will frequently be counter to the general status quo. This 

means as citizens of a different Kingdom, our interactions with others should reflect our rich relationship with Christ. We 

are a people who don’t just “go against the flow”, we embrace our unique Kingdom of God worldview. We understand 

our actions will not be understood because we answer to a King who is not of this world. We don’t live, work and worship 

to Conform, but to Reform and to Transform! We are the King’s “change agents” executing His decrees “on Earth as it 

is in Heaven”. 

As Resident Aliens we have one primary motivating force in all of our dealings with and in the world, that is 

Love. The bible declares that God is Love and Jesus tells us they (the world) will know we are His disciples by the Love 

we have (John 13:34-35). 

How as Resident Aliens how do we demonstrate this Love? As our devotional scriptures direct us, we must have 

and demonstrate the teachings and practices of Our Lord, who Loved us when we were unlovable.  From His example we 

do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, or more accurately expressed, needed.  We do not look out for our 

own interests, but also for the interests of others.  We are committed to being kind to the unthankful and evil, to do good 

to those who may do evil to us, to pray for the well-being of those who don’t treat us with respect, and this is just to name 

a few.  Love here is an empathy for others that drives us to a doing for them in order to enhance their Well-being. 

We are called and empowered to live a counter-cultural lifestyle.  We are outliers who embrace the Word of God as our 

how-to guide for interpersonal relationships. Whether in the home, school, church, or on the job let us embrace our 

Residency status as peculiar treasures unto the Lord and go out to do what Jason and the early church did, “turn the world 

upside down.” (Acts 17:6) 

 

Action Items: 

It’s always difficult to not be a part of the group, the so-called “in-crowd”.  Many have probably experienced 

“peer pressure” growing up and even as adults in the workplace where you may have been under duress to conform to the 

status quo. Take some time to reflect on a period in your life when that pressure to conform may have changed you and 

distracted you from your Residency Status (testimony) about your Christian walk. What did you learn from the reflection 

about that time and how can you help someone who may have or be having a similar challenge today? Make sure you 

write in your journal so that you will be able to go back and continue to meditate on the experience. 

 

Involving Others: 
This might be a great opportunity for us to “stretch ourselves” as Resident Aliens. Make a point this week to 

introduce yourself to someone who you may not know and ask them about their “homeland”, where are they from, what 

do they think about America - you will get a better sense from someone else’s perspective on what it means to be a 

Resident Alien.  

Have the courage to do this with those you already know, perhaps members or our congregation.  It is sometimes 

easier to reach out to strangers than to those we are familiar with. 

Who knows you may just enhance your relationship to a fellow believer and or win another soul to the Kingdom! 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 30th Devotional 

 

A COST TO BEING HIS ‘RESIDENT ALIENS’? 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Job 1:1;5-12;2 Samuel 24:24-25, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 

Study and Reflection: 

As African Americans, we can be very uncomfortable with the notion of a “price tag” being associated with a 

fellow human being, and rightfully so. We understand our discomfort is rooted in the historical atrocities that our fore-

parents experienced as mere property pawns in an unjust, to say the least, economic and political system. However, if 

we take a Resident Alien point of view, we can examine the notion of “price” through a biblical lens, within the scope of 

the Word of God. Then we begin to comprehend, to the extent we can, the unfathomable price that has been paid (Jesus 

on the cross) and the price we must pay as Resident Aliens.   

Perhaps there is a ‘cost’ for the ‘privilege’ to be HIS? 

It’s been said, the gift is free, but you pay a price for the anointing or you may have heard the quote, “service to 

others is the rent we pay for being on earth”. Both statements cause us to acknowledge there is a cost associated with 

“Being HIS”.  

As you read about Job, a just and upright man, who loved God and hated evil, you discover that ‘being HIS’ 

may get you in trouble. Job was not afflicted because he did wrong.  He was under Satan’s attack because God counted 

on him to be HIS despite the cost. 

We see in our devotional scripture that King David, admittedly could have exercised his powers of “eminent 

domain” to take free and full possession of Araunah’s threshing floor, but he also realized the inherent spiritual value in 

paying the price as a full representation of his love for God and the depths of the worship experience he desired. The 

question we must ask ourselves is are we willing to pay the full price as Resident Aliens or are we looking for the family 

and friends discount? Are we committed to the sacrificial lifestyle as strangers in a foreign land that will remind us that 

we are submitted to another King and our worldview is a Kingdom view?  

The Apostle Paul asked the Corinthian Church, “do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 

who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore, glorify 

God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

As Resident Aliens, we will not fully understand all of our rights and privileges until we apprehend that we are 

just passing through this place and time. We must be willing to pay the price for whatever our Lord has called us to on 

behalf of His Kingdom. Each of us has a unique purpose and calling, our price point will be different, but our results 

should be the same. We willingly pay the full price, so that He may receive the glory and honor out of our lives. Is there 

a price to pay, yes! Is it worth it, yes, a thousand times, a thousand times, and more, it is well worth it! 

 

Action Items: 

How might God be calling you to pay a price that perhaps you are hesitant or reluctant to do? Think about all 

the times you were shopping for an item and you evaluated the cost and the payment plan and then decided to go ahead 

and make the purchase. Think about the impulse purchases, the layaway purchases, and the other items you bought and 

now can’t use them, can’t find them or they have just lost their value.  

Now measure those items with your eternal purpose and the price Christ has paid for us and what He is asking 

of you. If we do an honest assessment we will see that only “what we do for Christ will last” and He is our best 

investment, so talk to God again about your fears and trepidations, then trust Him to help you pay the full price with joy 

and see how God blesses your life and those around you! 

 

Involving Others: 
Again because we are Resident Aliens, we are in the world, but not of the world, we do things differently 

because we are under “new management”. Since we are talking about the price to be paid this week take time to write a 

special note or send a card to a friend who has contributed to your life in a way you know you aren’t able to “pay them 

back” but you can thank them for their sacrifice, appreciate their investment in you and then let them know you promise 

to “pay it forward”, this way the “oil never runs out” and we continue to let our light shine! 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

 

May 1st Devotional 

 

 

 

RESIDENT ALIENS: “IS THIS WHAT I SIGNED UP FOR?” 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Daniel 1 

Philippians 2:4; 3:19-20 

Luke 6:32-36; 10:1-20 

Job 1:1, 5-12 

2 Samuel 24:24-25 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 

Study and Reflection: 

Reflect on the scriptures and what you have learned this week. STILL COMMITTED TO BEING A 

RESIDENT ALIEN!? 

WHEW!! 

Be Honest, Be Bold,…  “IS THIS WHAT YOU ‘SIGNED UP’ FOR?” 

The scriptures that we have studied this week are not for the causal Christian.  They are not for the ‘cultural 

Christian.’ These scriptures will pull, stretch, and challenge you to consider again your commitment to Christ. 

You are a part of a ‘chosen generation,’ a ‘royal priesthood,’ a ‘holy nation.’ 

Your purpose as a part of HIS is continuous and provoking.  It is intended to be thus, so as you persevere 

and overcome with others, you will experience and know beyond a shadow of a doubt…. “It is God that works 

in you, both to WILL and to DO of His Good Pleasure!” 

 

Action Items: 

Your ‘Action Item’ will require you to get into a state and atmosphere of reflection and worship. In that 

atmosphere, let us examine ourselves and let the Word of God and the Holy Spirit reassess our standing in Him. 

We would do well to let the all-seeing eyes of God see us and empower in us a work that only those who are 

called can experience and do. 

Let not your heart be troubled!!  He will do the work in and through you!! 

 

Involving Others: 
As we examine ourselves, let’s consider how we can become a better community of Resident Aliens, 

who support each other on our journey.   

This requires you, me, all of us to surrender to the Lord and connect with others, so that we are not 

fighting this battle alone.  We must embrace God’s demand that “Only Iron Sharpens Iron!” 
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