
A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 20th Devotional 

 

IDENTIFYING AS ‘RESIDENT ALIENS’ 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

John 15:17-21; 17:14-20; Philippians 3:20 

 

Study and Reflection: 

  As you see, we have simply added a single verse to our previous passages.  As you again focus 

on the understandings Jesus gave us in John, I challenge you to focus on a possible way of seeing and 

identifying the church as it is called out of the world to live in this earth.  Consider the phrase ‘Resident 

Aliens.” 

Two Christian Thinkers, Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon, wrote a book published in 

1989 called ‘Resident Aliens.’  Their sub-titles are eye opening and challenging.  One is ‘A 

provocative Christian assessment of culture and ministry.’   

When Jesus speaks to us about our identity, in the world, He is warning us to understand and 

remember our ‘Culture.’  Culture is ‘the way we do things here!”  Every business, organization, family, 

church, etc. has a culture.  Their culture identifies who they are and how they conduct life.  In a future 

teaching about the church we will focus on the impact of culture.  Your culture more than law will 

impact and dictate who you are and how you live.  Paul in the Philippian passage reminds us of this 

when he compares how the world thinks of itself and how it lives versus how the church must.  He says 

our conversation, that is our way of life, or our ‘citizenship’ is from Heaven. 

  The Church is a Christian Colony from heaven, living in a foreign land.   

The church is a colony, an island of one culture in the middle of another.  In baptism our citizenship is 

transferred from one dominion to another, and we become, in whatever culture we find ourselves, 

Resident Aliens. 

To be a resident, but alien is a sure formula for loneliness that few of us can sustain.  Indeed, it 

is almost impossible to live and minister alone because our loneliness can too quickly turn itself into 

self-righteousness or self-hate.  That is why Love, for God and one another must be our core-identity 

and way of living. 

 

Action Items: 

I challenge each of us to focus on the designations we have just introduced.  Do you think we 

are called by the Lord to identify in this world as Resident Aliens?  The phrase emphasizes not only 

that we are from ‘somewhere else,’ but that the time is not transient, i.e. resident says we are not here 

for a short time. 

Alien is something that we see in the science fiction movies, most of us fear and certainly don’t 

want to be.  An alien is a creature from ‘outer-space.’ An alien in immigration thinking is someone 

living in a country in which they were not born and owe allegiance to the country of their birth.  IS 

THAT US? 

 

Involving Others: 

Please apply the above action items in discussion with other Christians.  Are we to be Resident 

Aliens?  Is the church indeed supposed to be, act like, live like a ‘Colony,’ i.e. a ‘beach head,’ an 

‘outpost,’ and ‘island,’ of one culture, living in another, and holding on to the values of the country of 

its’ origin!? 


