
A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD 

 

April 5th Devotional 

 

 

A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD 

JESUS INTRODUCES THE CHURCH TO US 

 

Devotional Scriptures: Matthew 16:13-18 

 

Study and Reflection: 

I don’t know if there is a more relevant, important topic than the Church of Jesus Christ.   

 Has there ever been a time when people in general and in the church itself has questioned 

the very nature, need for and existence of the church?   

 What was in the mind of Jesus then, and what is in the mind of the Lord now, as it relates 

to the church? 

 How do we define the church? 

 Is a church really necessary? 

 What is the intended structure of the church? 

 What is its intended purpose? 

 Who qualifies to be a part of God’s church? 

 What is its purpose and mission? 

 

I realize that these are weighty, almost overwhelming thoughts and questions.  Yet I am 

confident that the Lord will guide and navigate us as we humbly attempt to listen to His voice 

and address them as a community of believers. 

 

Action Items: 

Take a time of study and prayer, and then actually write out in a few sentences, what you 

believe was the Lord’s message to Peter, the disciples and to us. 

Consider: 

 Why does the Lord begin the discussion by asking the disciples the question…“Who do 

men say that I am?” 

 What is His intent as He then challenges them…  “Who do you say that I am?” 

 

Involving Others: 

Exchange what you have written with others in your group.  Discuss what each of you 

understand.  Commit to letting these next few weeks Transform your thinking and commitment 

to the Church of Jesus Christ. 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD 

 

April 6th Devotional 

 

A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD 

DEFINING THE NATURE, STRUCTURE, AND PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  MATTHEW 16:13-26 

 

Study and Reflection: 

Jesus has dropped a bombshell on those closest to Him.  Our scripture passage clearly has catapulted 

them from being observers of His power and authority, enjoying seeing Him perform miracles, 

upsetting and confounding the religious experts of the day, the Pharisees and Sadducees to realizing 

that He has come to train and prepare them for greater work, to establish and become His Church in the 

earth. 

The deeper lessons that they had to learn, began with defining and articulating who Jesus was and is.  

This is a critical step.  We can only begin to know ourselves, and the call of God upon our lives as we 

embrace who Jesus is in a deep and personal way.  Spiritual truth often begins as a declaration from the 

Lord that we don’t understand initially, but as we place ourselves under His tutelage and under the 

guidance of those He has ordained, we begin to have spiritual light and growth spring up and grow in 

our own hearts. 

Please note, that even as the Lord revealed to them more fully who He was and how they would 

become this powerful, courageous organism, the Church, they only understood in part.  He in fact 

warned them not to attempt to tell others who He was.  There was more training, experiencing, and 

revelation they would be exposed to before they would be able to carry out the fullness of the truths He 

was sharing with them. 

 

Action Items: 

Please do a study of this passage, paying close attention to studying and clearly defining this word 

CHURCH. 

Word studies begin to help us frame our thoughts about a subject.  Use your study bible, along with 

other study helps such as a concordance, bible thesaurus, lexicon, study apps, etc and develop as best 

you can, what Jesus means by the CHURCH.   

Then go a little further and begin to develop from this passage the role, purpose or mission of the 

church in the earth.   

These assignments will help you to define the structure and nature of the church, along with some 

understanding of its intended function. 

How would you define the nature of the Church?  How do you understand its purpose or mission? 

 

Involving Others: 

By now I trust that you have an identified small group to interact with as we study scripture.  If not, 

please contact the church and ask for the ministry team.  They will assist you to identify such a group. 

Use what you have learned and written and share it in discussion (not argument) with others.  This will 

help you to develop an ongoing group dynamic in studying scripture and learning about God. 

 

Please be prepared to view the night’s teaching, alone or with others on our church’s Facebook or 

YouTube pages. 

https://www.facebook.com/afcchicago
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrJ1LgTaIN__Hb4egWbmSxg


A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD 

 

April 7th Devotional 

 

A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD 

WHAT IS THE CHURCH? WHY IS THE CHURCH? WHO IS THE CHURCH? 

 

Devotional Scriptures: Matthew 1:21-23; Isaiah 9:6-7; 1 Peter 2:9-10; 1 Timothy 3:15 

 

Study and Reflection: 

The devotional scriptures are intended for you to consider a number of things about the church that 

God in Christ intended.  The church was clearly prophesied, to come to pass through the agency of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  The issue was salvation…redemption…restoring sin-cursed mankind back into a 

proper relationship with its’ Lord and Creator.  As we shall see through a multiplicity of scriptures, 

Jesus from His Name and His birth came to save us from our sins.  He carved out the plan.  He paid the 

cost for it to be instituted.  But He didn’t finish the task, He designated the CHURCH to carry it out. 

 

To get into the heart of this matter about what is the church… Why is the Church, And who is the 

church? Let’s return to our prior two studies and our Word study of CHURCH. 

 

Is Church a building?  Is Church a ‘service?’ Is Church a denomination? 

 

CHURCH: Gk: ek klesia 

o A ‘called out assembly’ 

o A Christian community or assembly or congregation of Christ Believers 

o Those ‘called out from the world by Jesus Christ’ 

o A counter-cultural force of ‘resident-aliens’ 

 

 What does it mean to be ‘called out of darkness?’ 

 Is being ‘born again’, a prerequisite experience to be a part of the church? 

 Can an individual be the Church?   

 Must we assembly or gather to be the Church? 

 How do we begin to understand the ‘call’ or purpose of the Church? 

 

Action Items: 

After doing your devotion and study, journal how you now understand the Church. Be introspective to 

see where you ‘fit the bill’ and write down your thoughts. 

Challenge yourself about how you fit into this understanding, and how committed are you to address 

where you may fall short. 

 

Involving Others: 

Discuss with others what you have learned.  Have a discussion listening to each other and write down 

how you now understand within the group What is the Church?  Why is the Church? And begin the 

discussion of Who is the Church. 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

A ‘CALLED’ PEOPLE! 

April 8th & April 9th  

2-Day Devotional 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

1 Peter 2:9-10 

John 1:11-13; 6:44; 12:32 

1 Corinthians 1:1-2 

Romans 8:28 

Acts 2:39 

 

Study and Reflection: 

As we continue this important journey of understanding and embracing what it means to be the CHURCH of 

God, I want to challenge you to dig deeper into the Intent and Mind of God than ever before. To do this, let us 

look again at the depth of what the Lord means when He CALLS us His Church. 

 

CHURCH:  ek klesia 

Remember that the word klesia, is a Greek word meaning CALLED.   

As you read and investigate carefully, the devotional scriptures, (each has been selected to give you a 

fresh perspective) you will discover that this word is used both as a verb (an action) and as a noun (a 

thing). 

VERB 

We are ‘called’ by God.  What brings us to God? What causes us to become a part of the Church?  GOD 

CALLS US! 

Understand and appreciate, if He didn’t CALL us, we could not and would not come (John 1:11-13; 

6:44; 12:32;) John is emphatic.  He says we are born, Not of the will of flesh, Nor of the will of 

man…But of the Will of God!! 

This CALL demonstrates the powerful Grace of God.  Without it we would not be a part of His Church.  

He actually and supernaturally, ‘summons,’ ‘invites’ us to Come Unto Him.  He ‘draws’ us by Divine 

Invitation, and makes us a part of His Church. 

This also gives us the understanding of His Keeping Power.  If He did not CALL us, we would not be 

Kept! Knowing that HE CALLS US gives us Vision and Courage to do His Will…No Matter What! 

NOUN 

We are The CALLED!   

Based on this understanding, the Church is a ‘calling!’ 

A ‘calling’ is not a light or frivolous thing.  A calling is a profession or career that is much more than a 

job.  A true calling is something that springs from within and engulfs the attention, energy, emotion, and 

very core of a person.  A true calling causes a person to persevere and be resilient no matter what the 

circumstances or the cost!  

The CHURCH is a people, CALLED according to His Purpose! 

 

Action Items: 

Now that you are ‘armed’ with the understanding and power of being The CALLED (noun: what you are) and 

CALLED (verb: here as a result of His Divine Invitation) 

Journal and write a note to yourself embracing your role and what you are ready to do to make it a bolder 

reality. 

 

Involving Others: 

This is a ‘no-brainer!’  Be bold and share with others and your small group your new found understanding and 

commitment.  Listen to their testimony and share how you will move forward together in leveraging this new 

identity. 



A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

 

April 10th Devotional 

 

A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

AM I A PART OF THE CHURCH? 

 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

I urge you to review the scriptures given you for this past week, along with any you have 

been prompted to add from your studying and discussions. 

 

Study and Reflection: 

Please look at these passages in a focused, personal way. 

HOW AND IN WHAT WAY DO THESE SCRIPTURES INVOLVE YOU 

PERSONALY IN YOUR DAILY WALK WITH CHRIST? 

How do you see yourself in light of Jesus’ declaration that His CHURCH is the vehicle 

He has designated and will use to deliver and save a Dying World! Jesus warned us that 

the “gates of hell,” will fight against the church.   

How are you aware of this fight?    

How clearly are you experiencing this opposition? 

How do you assess who is winning? 

You have been CALLED, according to His Purpose.  You have been assigned by the 

Lord, spiritual responsibility to experience and share God’s saving grace with others. 

Does knowing that it is God who has called you to His purpose, give you the courage and 

will to resist and oppose the various schemes and challenges of the devil and the world, 

and to proudly proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ? 

 

Action Items: 

Genuine Spiritual Transformation occurs when by His Word, His Spirit, and your 

interaction with others, your mind is changed and renewed.   

Has your mind been changed?  Are you becoming a different person with a different 

perspective regarding God’s CHURCH? 

Be honest and write to yourself an accurate narrative of how you are being made different 

regarding God’s CHURCH, and your commitment to it. 

 

Involving Others: 

If you are serious about the Lord’s will to change and transform us, and use us to impact 

and change a dying world, you must include others in your experience.  Spiritual 

ACCOUNTABILITY is a clear way to ensure that the change God wants and 

demonstrates in your life will be effective and lasting. 

Share your experience with others and listen and embrace their stories and experiences. 
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