
A LIVING CHURCH FOR A DYING WORLD  

 

April 22nd Devotional 

 

RESIDENT ALIENS EMBRACING ‘KINGDOM ETHICS’ 

 

Devotional Scriptures:  

Matthew 5-7; Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount; Ephesians 4:1 

 

Study and Reflection: 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus introduces Principles and Values, the code of conduct, the 

actions of those who will inhabit the soon coming Kingdom of God.  Although the Church was not yet 

birthed.  He is preparing those who would be the Church to live differently from those who are of the 

world. ETHICS have to do with moral principles and values relating to proper conduct.  At some point 

we must decide that we are committed to embrace and Do what Christ calls us to and not just Know what 

He teaches.   

This is what Paul is getting at in Ephesians 4:1.  The KJV says we are to “walk worthy of the 

vocation to which we are called.” The NIV may give us a clearer picture as it reads, “I urge you to live a 

life worthy of the calling you have received!”  

As I thought about being Resident Aliens, immigrants, inhabitants of the Lord’s Christian Colony, 

it reminded me of a book I read over twenty years ago that rocked and challenged me greatly.  The book 

was written by Ron Sider, someone I met and interacted with several times at conferences.  Ron is a noted 

Christian social activist, and professor of theology.  Its title and subtitle should challenge all of us who 

sincerely desire to please the King who has called us into His Kingdom.  The title is: The Scandal of the 

Evangelical Conscience. Sub-title: “Why Are Christians Living Just Like the Rest of the World!?” 

Here is his core statement and premise: National Pollsters George Barna and George Gallup in 

recent surveys of American Christians have concluded: 

“Christians are as likely to embrace lifestyles every bit as hedonistic, materialistic, self-centered, 

and sexually immoral as the world in general.”  “Whether the issue is divorce, materialism, sexual 

promiscuity, racism, physical abuse in marriage, or neglect of a biblical worldview, the polling 

data point to widespread, blatant disobedience of clear biblical moral demands, on the part of 

people who allegedly are evangelical, born-again Christians.” 

Can we deny that this statement could be somewhat accurate and applicable not just to classic 

evangelicals, but to a wide range of Christians, no matter their denomination or belief system, including 

ours:  OUCH!!!!! 

 

Action Items: 

We must be careful, not to become defensive, living in denial, or worse yet being so self-immersed 

in our definition of godliness that we become self-righteous. The purpose of Bible study and teaching is to 

open ourselves to God’s Word in the presence of the Holy Spirit, so that we can be transformed and better 

reflect the Will of God to a dying world.   

On a scale of 1-10, judge yourself on where you are overall when it comes to the principles and 

values that Jesus teaches.  In your prayer time ask the Lord for the courage and grace to demonstrate in 

word and deed, the values and actions of those determined to be Biblical Resident Aliens. 

 

Involving Others: 

You know what to do.  Have an honest discussion with others in your small group of our individual 

and corporate commitment to “living a life worthy of the calling we have received.” 


